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AUSTLII CELEBRATES THIRTY YEARS PROVIDING FREE ACCESS TO LEGAL INFORMATION FOR THE COMMUNITY

In 2025, AustLIl celebrates its 30t anniversary of providing free access to law in Australia and assisting with the provision of free access to
law internationally. This major milestone was commemorated at a celebratory event on Wednesday 20 August, attended by Guests of
Honour - the Chief Justice of Australia, the Hon. Stephen Gageler AC, and the Attorney-General of Australia, the Hon. Michelle Rowland
MP. Nearly 200 guests representing the legal profession, courts and tribunals and higher education attended, including Federal and State
Judges, government representatives, legal academics, senior barristers, law firm partners and representatives of the community legal sector.

The Australasian Legal Information Institute (AustLIl) is the largest free-access provider of online Australian legal materials, a founding
member of the Free Access to Law Movement, and one of the largest providers of free-access legal information world-wide. AustLIl’s guiding
principle has always been that free access to key sources of legal information is essential in a democracy adhering to the rule of law, for the
public, the legal profession and for researchers.

AustLIl commenced in 1995 as the result of a grant from the Australian Research Council (ARC) to its founders, legal academics Graham
Greenleaf (UNSW) and Andrew Mowbray (UTS). For many years AustLIl was successful in obtaining grants for the development of research
infrastructure, which were critical in allowing AustLIl to develop its services. In 2008, UTS and UNSW agreed to establish AustLI|
Foundation Limited as a company limited by guarantee, with charitable objectives and tax-deductible status, to manage this broader
stakeholder funding, and to guarantee the continuing provision of free access. The objective of the Foundation is to maintain AustLIl's
Australian free-access online public library and infrastructure on a sustainable and ongoing basis, supported by regular donations. The
AustLIl Foundation does not charge users for access nor does it host advertising. Rather, it asks all AustLIl users, those who publish via its
services and those who otherwise benefit from its operations, to make an annual contribution that reflects the value of AustLIl to them and to
the Australian community.

Currently, AustLIl provides a comprehensive national collection of legal information to enable effective free and anonymous access to law for
all the community. It maintains extensive data provision agreements with government, courts, educational institutions, and businesses, with
jurisdictional breadth and historical depth. It provides an integrated framework of primary and secondary content, with tools and services to
support the legal information and research needs of the many different communities who access its resources. Much of this content is only
available on AustLIl or are principally accessed via the AustLIl service.

In 2024, AustLIl received over 450 million requests for pages (over 1.2 million per day) from over 10 million distinct hosts. The service
includes over 1,000 databases, the contents of which are interconnected by more than 150 million hypertext links. It publishes the decisions
and judgments of over 200 active courts and tribunals, together with historical decisions from over 100 more.

From 12 to 14 November, AustLIl will host the international Law via Internet (LV1) Conference https:/Ivi2025.org/, bringing together global
leaders of the Free Access to Law Movement (FALM). The theme of this year's conference is Shaping the Future of Legal Accessibility -
Improving access to law through legal information, technology and artificial intelligence. Key themes include access to legal data, the
transformative potential of Al, and the challenges of ensuring integrity, reliability, and trust in a time of rapid technological change.
Generative Al now presents the most significant disruption to legal information systems since free access began over 30 years ago. AustLIl
founded the Law via Internet (LVI) Conference in 1997. Since then, it has been held in countries all over the globe, hosted by members of
the Free Access to Law Movement (FALM). AustLIl is proud to bring LVI back home in 2025.

AustLIl is hosted by the University of Technology Sydney (UTS) and is operated by AustLIl Foundation Limited, a company limited by
guarantee that operates as a charity with deductible gift recipient status. AustLI relies on donations to fund its operations and welcomes all
contributions, which may be made at https://secure.austlii.edu.au/cgi-egate/contribute.cgi
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